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The Challenge  

The Poetry Takeover Challenge runs as a part of the South Australia’s 
History Festival. It encourages South Australian school students to explore 
historical objects and think creatively about an annual theme. In 2022 the 
theme is reimagine. The challenge invites young people to visit their local 
museums and galleries, pick an object and create a poem about that object 
meeting the theme. 
 
Poem entries need to draw inspiration from an objects with significance to 
South Australia, discovered in one of the History Trust museums, or local 
museums or in a locally curated online collections. Participants can write 
poems in any form – haiku, sonnet, spoken word, free verse – as long as 
they address an object and the theme.  

 

Who can participate? 

The Poetry Takeover Challenge is open to all South Australian students in 
Years 4 through 10 across South Australia.  

 

How to enter 

Submit your poem & object image from 9 March to 10 May 2022 on our 
Submissions page.  

Please ensure that: 

 One entry per person.  

 Poems submitted must be the student’s own work.  

 Poems are not to contain any discriminatory or offensive language.  

 Entries must be submitted through the Poetry Takeover website.  
 
Please note: By submitting your poem, you are consenting to your poems 
being displayed on the Poetry Takeover website and via social media 
channels. 

Judging Criteria  
Poetry is a wildly creative medium, which makes it a lot of fun to create 

and to read, and as all English teachers know, difficult to assess. Lucky for 

us, we have assembled a team of passionate and diverse student judges 

that work together to select the winning poems.  

Our judging panel will be tackling the entries with the following criteria 

and guidelines in mind, and will be looking for a strong connection to the 

chosen object and the theme: reimagine.  

Criteria:  

 concept  

 creativity 

 originality  

 relationship to the chosen object  

 connection to the theme 

 use of poetic devices  

Prizes 
Prizes will be awarded by the judging panel and through the people’s 
choice voting. Visit our website to see this year’s prizes. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://poetrytakeover.com.au/submit-your-poem/


3 

 

Teaching the Poetry Takeover Challenge 

The Poetry Takeover Challenge fits naturally into the English curriculum 

for years 4-10 students. Building it into a class’s English program can enrich 

the learning of students not only because of its local relevance but also 

through the real-world application of their skills. Addressed here is the 

practical information and resources for building the challenge into your 

teaching. 

Teaching Resources 
We recommend building the Poetry Takeover Challenge into your 

planning from the start of the year. The challenge can be addressed as part 

of a poetry unit, explored alongside a HASS inquiry, incorporated as an 

extension activity or utilized as a regular warm-up activity. 

Here are some of the resources on offer: 

 Poetry prompts PowerPoint – use in-class as a warm up activity 

 Poetry writing worksheet – designed for excursions 

 Video inspiration – student poets discussing their writing process 

 Reflection cards – assist students while exploring objects 

 Writing tips– information for completing the challenge 

 Ice breakers – poetry icebreaker activities for the classroom 

Curricular alignment 
The Poetry Takeover Challenge aligns with the English curriculum for Years 

4-10, and is able to be aligned with HASS if student research into their 

object is extended further. General Capabilities and Cross-Curricular 

Priorities are also natural explored through the challenge.  
On the next page we have mapped out the relevant Curricular Outcomes 

for English.  

Accessing objects 
Finding and working with significant South Australian objects is a key 

aspect of the Poetry Takeover Challenge. 

You could organise an excursion to a participating Museum such as: 

 Migration Museum,  

 National Motor Museum,  

 South Australian Maritime Museum  

 Centre of Democracy 

 Or check out our handy table to find a museum or gallery in your 
local council area  

If it is difficult to get out of the classroom, your class could access objects 
online by visiting the Online South Australian collections at these locations: 

 Migration Museum 

 National Motor Museum 

 South Australian Maritime Museum 

 Centre of Democracy 

 Recollect 

 Or find links to a huge collection of local and regional museum 
collections on our website. 

 

 

 

 

 

https://migration.history.sa.gov.au/
https://motor.history.sa.gov.au/
https://maritime.history.sa.gov.au/
https://centreofdemocracy.sa.gov.au/
https://poetrytakeover.com.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/05/SA-community-museums-and-schools-list.pdf
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/migration-museum-sa
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/national-motor-museum
https://artsandculture.google.com/partner/maritime-museum-sa
http://centreofdemocracy.sa.gov.au/collection/
https://collections.history.sa.gov.au/
https://poetrytakeover.com.au/south-australian-collections/
https://poetrytakeover.com.au/south-australian-collections/
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English curriculum  
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Year 4 Year 5 Year 6  
Understand, interpret and experiment 
with a range of devices and 

deliberate word play in poetry and 
other literary texts, for example 
nonsense words, spoonerisms, 
neologisms and puns (ACELT1606) 
Create literary texts that explore 
students’ own experiences and 
imagining (ACELT1607) 

Understand, interpret and experiment 

with sound devices and imagery, 
including simile, metaphor 

and personification, in narratives, 
shape poetry, songs, anthems and 
odes (ACELT1611) 
Create literary texts that experiment 

with structures, ideas and stylistic 
features of selected 
authors (ACELT1798) 

Identify the relationship between words, 

sounds, imagery and language patterns in 
narratives and poetry such as ballads, limericks 
and free verse (ACELT1617) 
Create literary texts that adapt or combine 
aspects of texts students have experienced in 
innovative ways (ACELT1618) 
Experiment with text structures and language 
features and their effects in creating literary 
texts, for example, 

using imagery, sentence variation, metaphor 

and word choice (ACELT1800) 
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Year 7 Year 8  Year 9  Year 10 
Understand, interpret and discuss 
how language is compressed to 
produce a dramatic effect in film or 

drama, and to create layers of 
meaning in poetry, for example haiku, 
tankas, couplets, free verse and verse 
novels (ACELT1623) 

Create literary texts that 

adapt stylistic features encountered 
in other texts, for 

example, narrative viewpoint, 
structure of stanzas, contrast 

and juxtaposition (ACELT1625) 

Experiment with text structures 

and language features and their 
effects in creating literary texts, for 
example, using rhythm, sound 

effects, monologue, layout, 
navigation and colour (ACELT1805) 

Identify and evaluate devices 

that create tone, for example humour, 
wordplay, innuendo and parody in 
poetry, humorous prose, drama or 
visual texts (ACELT1630) 

Create literary texts that draw 

upon text structures and language 
features of other texts for particular 
purposes and effects (ACELT1632) 

Experiment with particular language 
features drawn from different types 
of texts, including combinations of 
language and visual choices 

to create new texts (ACELT1768) 

Investigate and experiment with the use and 

effect of extended metaphor, metonymy, 
allegory, icons, myths and symbolism in texts, 
for example poetry, short films, graphic novels, 
and plays on similar themes (ACELT1637) 
Create literary texts, including hybrid texts, that 
innovate on aspects of other texts, for example 
by using 

parody, allusion and appropriation (ACELT1773) 
Experiment with the ways that language 
features, image and sound can be adapted in 
literary texts, for example the effects of 
stereotypical characters and settings, the 

playfulness of humour and pun and the use of 
hyperlink (ACELT1638) 

Compare and evaluate how ‘voice’ 
as a literary device can be used in a 

range of different types of 
texts such as poetry to evoke 
particular emotional 
responses (ACELT1643) 
Create literary texts that reflect an 
emerging sense of personal style 
and evaluate the effectiveness of 
these texts (ACELT1814) 
Create literary texts with a 

sustained ‘voice’, selecting and 
adapting 

appropriate text structures, literary 
devices, language, auditory and 
visual structures and features for a 
specific purpose and 

intended audience (ACELT1815) 

http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1606
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1607
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1611
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1798
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1617
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1618
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1800
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1623
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1625
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1805
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1630
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1632
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1768
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1637
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1773
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1638
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1643
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1814
http://www.scootle.edu.au/ec/search?accContentId=ACELT1815
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Before writing 

Get inspired 
Watch previous entrants talk about their process and read their poems. 
Discuss these videos after watching them and consider how the students 
might approach choosing an object and writing about it. 

Poetry Prompts 
Build object-based poetry writing into your English repertoire with this 

PowerPoint of poetry writing prompts. Students can get used to the 

process of writing this way or even use one of these poems for their 

submission. 

Ice breakers 
Poetry in a Box  
This is a fun game that allows students to practice in some different forms 
without any pressure. Write down a collection of random subjects on 
paper slips and put them in one box/hat (e.g. winter, snails, a rose, death, 
your celebrity crush, etc.). In another box/hat, create paper strips with 
poetry forms written on them that you have studied in class together 
(haiku, limerick, cinquain). Set a time limit and challenge students to try 
writing to the topic and style. Students can share and discuss their 
learning. 

 

Poetic Device Bingo  
This game can be played in groups of individually. We advise doing a 
practice round before the real one. Create and hand out a bingo board 
with poetic devices in each square (e.g. metaphor, alliteration, hyperbole, 
repetition, rhyme). Play a song to the class and while they listen, they 
analyse the song and cross off the poetry devices they hear. They must 

write the example they’ve heard in the box too, to prove their analysis. The 
first group/person to complete a row wins. 

Some great songs to use for this game include: Let it Be by The Beatles, 
Fight the Power by Public Enemy, Firework by Katy Perry, I am a Rock by 
Simon & Garfunkel or even Let It Go from Frozen.  

 

Poetry Wheel 
Check out this website where you can customise a virtual wheel that 
students can spin to randomise choices (there are a few different sites). 
Create a wheel full of characters such as; the young girl, the old man, the 
cook, the inventor, the fool, the slug, the whale, etc.  

Have each student spin the wheel twice and then write a narrative poem 
about the two characters, reminiscent of Lewis Carrol’s The Walrus and the 
Carpenter. This gives the students a prompt and also some license to be 
silly. It works well following a study of nonsense poetry for more advanced 
students.  

 

Bad Poetry Competition  
Some students are so paralysed by the thought of writing something good 
that they don’t know where to start. This is where the Bad Poetry 
Competition comes in! Give your class 20 minutes to write the worst poem 
they possibly can. They may even write more than one. Let them use any 
form or any subject, but offer some prompts or subjects if they get stuck. 
You can ask students if they’d like to share their bad poem with the class 
and then get everyone to vote on the worst one. Good, silly fun.  

To extend the lesson you could introduce the task by telling the class about 
the real life Bad Poetry Competition at Columbia University. There are clips 
on Youtube and links to the winning poems on their website. This could 
lead into a discussion on what makes a bad poem, which of course later 
can lead into a discussion on what makes a good poem.  

https://wheeldecide.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/11/18/nyregion/bad-poem-contest-columbia-kilmer.html
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Ready to write 

Choosing an object  
Museums collect and display objects that have historical or scientific value, 

tell a story and/or have aesthetic value. The object chosen should be 

something that appeals to the poet in some way, which connects with the 

theme of reimagined.  

Before choosing an object, take time to browse a museum, gallery or 

collection and discussing some objects as a class.  

 Do you know what this object is? 

 Why do you think a museum would display this object? Why is it 

important? 

 When do you think this object was created?  

 What kind of person might have owned this object?  

 What material/s is this made from?  

 Do you think this object was made in Australia or overseas?  

 Is this object connected to a particular culture/event/time period? 

  

Reflection cards  

Looking through a museum or online 

collection can be overwhelming for students 

if they don’t know what to look for. You 

might like to use some of the questions 

above as prompts, some of your own, or you 

can use the Reflection Cards found on the 

Resources page of our website.  

 

Writing tips 
1. Connecting to the theme – show the judges you have thought deeply 
about the theme of reimagined and the way your object connects to it. 
Reimagined is about taking a new perspective: seeing differently and 
thinking creatively.  

2. Using an object as inspiration – your object could feature in your poem 

as the focus of description, it could be a prop in a story you are telling, or it 

might make you think of a certain issue or memory and you could write 

your poem about that. Whatever inspiration you might take, make sure 

the connection is clear for other readers. 

3. Form – whether you use rhyme or rhythm, or the form of a sonnet, 

limerick, or other type of poem, the structure should suit what you are 

trying to say.  

4. Precise word choices – carefully select the right words to say what you 

mean, to build your picture in the reader’s mind. Your words should 

express your ideas with clarity and imagination.  

5. Edit and proof read – read your work carefully and make sure your 

spelling, grammar and punctuation is correct. You can use some creative 

license in a poem, so if there is a mistake it should be a purposeful 

mistake. Edit out unnecessary words and phrases that don’t add to the 

story or effect. Try swapping your poem with a friend and giving each 

other three pieces of constructive feedback.   

 

Submitting 
Once complete, check work against the 
guidelines and submit the poem(s) & object 
image to our submissions page between 9 
March and 10 May 2022. 

https://poetrytakeover.com.au/resources/
https://poetrytakeover.com.au/submit-your-poem/
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For enquiries about Poetry Takeover contact 

 
History Festival Team 
historyfestival@history.sa.gov.au 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Torrens Parade Ground 

Victoria Drive Adelaide SA 5000 

GPO Box 1836 Adelaide SA 5001 

Tel 08 8203 9868 Fax 8203 9889 

https://history.sa.gov.au/

